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Post-Conference Observations 

TRESE REMARKS ABOUT THE CONFRENCE WERE SOLICITED FROM PARTICIPANTS BY MAlL 

FOLLOWING THE CONFERENCE. 

Jeremy Rees 
Visual Arts Consultant, European Visual Arts Centre, Ipswich, UK (EVAC) 
Coordinator, BRANCUSI Interactive Multimedia Project, 
on behalf ofthe International Visual Arts lnfonnation Network (IV AIN) 

"1 feel that one of the biggest problems concerning the sensible and economic progress and 
development of museum and cultural information is the continuing lack of awareness of 
what others are doing and of exploration of ways that regional, national, and international 
collaborations can be of mutual benefit to museums and their specialised and general publics. 

RECOMDOC '92 was valuable in bringing together people on all these levels-and in 
bringing together people from East and West. 1 hope that, as carne out in the final session, it 
is more widely recognised that every country has problems and challenges in common, that 
no country has yet achieved any form of 'total answer,' and that solutions are not merely a 
matter of apparent economic wealth. More important is a clear idea of objectives and a will 
to achieve sensible solutions. 

1 hope that RECOMDOC '92 will lead to consolidation of contacts macte and to regular 
international meeting, to the fostering of a belief that wider national and international access 
to cultural heritage is important to society in every country and to the determination to 
achieve this-despite (often very similar) problems that we ali face." 

Simona Suceveanu 
Curator 
Muzeul de Istorie Nationala si Arheologie 
Constantza, Romania 

"RECOMDOC '92 was a beginning, an opening, new opportunities for collaboration. The 
topics of the conference were very interesting (especially those related to museum 
automation debated during the workshop organised by the Getty Art History Information 
Program). Congratulations for the organisation!" 
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John Perkins 
Project Manager 
Musewn Computer Network 
USA 

RECOMDOC '92 Romania 

IIRECOMDOC '92 was a very special event for me, and 1 learned a great deal from my time 
with you. As 1 said in my talk, for all our so-called advantages in the West 1 really feel we 
are the ones who have been poor because of our lack of contact with you. RECOMDOC '92 
was the first step in remedying that: 1 hope to take part in many more. 11 

Dr. ]ana Bahurinskd 
Dr. Andrej Svec 
Slovenska Narodna Galeria 
Bratislava, Czechoslovakia 

11The invitation to take part in RECOMDOC '92 was for us a great pleasure. The Slovak 
National Gallery in Bratislava, Czechoslovakia, started the work of building an information 
system based on PCs in 1991. A Database Centre was built to plan and complete the 
computer museum information system. The highest priority is the information system for 
documentation collections. Therefore it was very useful for us to take part in RECOMDOC 
'92. 

The organisers prepared the conference programme very well. AU the contributions, lectures, 
papers, and workshops were of a high level. We received many informational materials. The 
opportunity to speak and to discuss with specialists from the USA, Canada, Great Britain, 
Romania, etc. about their experiences was for us very useful. 

A very important result of the conference was that we met experts in the computerisation of 
museum collections and collection documentation from many countries; now we can contact 
them and begin, as we hope, to cooperate with them. 

The organisation of the conference was also great. Thanks to the organisers we had nice 
conditions for our work. We were pleased to meet so many young experts from Romania and 
to exchange our experiences with them. In Romania you have done a great deal of successful 
work in the computerisation of museum collections. We wish you much success in your 
further work. 

We were glad to stay in Romania, in Sinaia-this beautiful part of your country. 11 
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Daniela Busila 
System Programmer 

RECOMDOC '92 

C/MEC-Centrul de Informatica si Memorie Culturala 
Bucharest, Romania 

Romania 

"I think one of the greatest benefits of the conference was attending the workshops made 
possible by the Getty Art History Information Program. Unfortunately, the two workshops 
were scheduled at the same time, so for many participants it was difficult to choose. 

With regard to the workshop on museum automation, the teaching methodology-based on 
group exercises-was a new and enriching experience for all of us. 

The main lesson to leam was that teamwork is essential when people with such different 
professions, covering science and the humanities, are involved. 1 think it is a privilege to 
work in such a field where communication is so varied. 

Another lesson to learn was that working in a heterogeneous team and with complex 
information requires first of all good planning, making things clear right from the start. We 
were taught how to build a strategy together in a group, how to put diverse ideas in order, 
and how to create tools on which the planning process will be based. 

The problems in Eastern countries carne not only from the advanced technology deficiency, 
but also from the misunderstanding of the importance of good organisation, evaluation of 
forces, and, sometimes, cooperation. The messages of the workshop were clear and easy to 
get, but we often forget to make things look ele ar and easy." 

Henrik Jar/ Hansen 
Curator, Documentation Department 
The National Museum of Denmark 
Copenhagen, Denmark 

"Igor Stravinsky once said that Antonio Vivaldi had not composed more than 400 concertos, 
but the same concerta more than 400 times. Whether one agrees with Stravinsky or not, one 
feels that Vivaldi composed with ease and great joy for the listener. 

Without wishing to pursue the comparison further, the two subjects, 'Museum 
Documentation in Denmark' and 'The Danish National Record of Sites and Monuments,' 
which I have contributed to this publication, seem something of a repetition, or at least 
variations on a theme, not least for myself; but against the background of the RECOMDOC 
'92 conference I have written them with enjoyment, though not with ease. It is hoped that 
they can be read with profit, although the subjects are so wide that it is impossible to 
illuminate all their facets at this time. 

I was surprised to learn how much work has already taken place in museum documentation 
in Romania, including the role of CIMEC. CIMEC has been in existence for about as long as 
the Cultural Historical Central Register in Denmark, and it was interesting to be able to 
exchange experiences and draw parallels from the point of view of central registration. 
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Despite impressive results 1 could not avoid thinking how much further CIMEC could have 
gone if it had had the same access as we have had to technical and economic resources. It 
will be interesting to follow the coming years' developments, and we hope there are more 
RECOMDOC conferences to look forward to. The first at any rate will be remembered." 
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