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With the present text 1 would like to inform you about the conference of ICOM's Committee 
for Documentation (CIDOC) which will take place in the congress centre Cankarjev dom in 
Ljubljana, Slovenia. 

1 would like to say some words about the following: 

• How our country happened to be chosen as the host of the conference 
• Why the conference motto is "East Meets West" 
• What are the expectations of museum people from Western and Eastern countries 

concerning the conference 
• What are the expectations of CIDOC-the initiator of international connections

concerning the conference 
• What are the expectations for the conference of the Slovene museum community. 

Together with my colleague Alenka Simikic, 1 have spent six years working on 
documentation issues. Right from the beginning, when both of us still worked in different 
museums, we were instinctively aware of the need to establish contacts with other people 
working in the field of documentation, both in museums and in galleries inside and outside 
our country. We knew that each person working in the field of documentation comes across 
problems connected with inventories, terminology, and documentation cards, etc. 

With the expansion of computer technology, these problems became even more acute; there 
was a greater need for cooperation and unification (from terminology to standards). We 
endeavoured to establish a common hasis that would ultimately allow us to arrive ata unique 
documentation system. 1 will not speak about the ups and downs encountered in our work 
(since this was detailed by Alenka), but 1 would like to point out the moment when we felt 
the need for assistance from people who had already been through the same kinds of 
problems, since we had already seen the results of such efforts presented at various 
conferences. A crucial moment in our work was the visit to the MDA in Cambridge, where 
we were offered a great deal of assistance by everyone. After participating at two MDA 
conferences, we were invited to CIDOC's conference in Athens (in autumn 1989). There, we 
put forward Ljubljana as a candidate for the site of CIDOC's 1993 conference. 

The CIDOC conference in Copenhagen last year accepted our candidacy. From then on, we 
have combined our usual activities with the preparations for the conference, which will be 
hosted by the Slovene museum community. The conference motto will be "East Meets 

West". 

As the motto implies, documentation and automation experts from ali parts of the world will 
inform us about their achievements and efforts. 
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The experts in working groups will tackle the problems in the following fields: 

• Reconciliation of standards 
• Documentation standards 
• Terminology control 
• Information centres 
• Database survey 
• Archives. 

Museum people from all over the world will thus have a survey of the situation in the 
documentation and automation of the world's natural and cultural heritage; they will cheer 
the achievements and offer assistance where things are still not be as they should be. 

And all of us who are pestered by economic and social problems, ethnic conflicts, and even 
war, expect considerable assistance, in the first place from an international organisation such 
as ICOM's CIDOC, and from the developed world. 

Can the scarcity of financial resources, or the priorities of satisfying primary existential 
needs, make us neglect the suggestions and initiatives in the field of documentation of the 
vast riches, for example, of archaeological excavations of the Roman period in Romania? 

For example, can we compare the importance of the materials from the Roman period found 
in the territories of Romania, Slovenia, Italy, or Great Britain of today, or anywhere else? 
Are not all those monuments of the same category: the cultural heritage of the world? 

Why should we, on the one hand, let be erased any evidence (information) concerning an 
extinct culture-while, in the midst of the continuai technological improvements m 
automated documentation systems, the spirit of the past slowly fades away? 

This should be taken just as a word of warning, and these matters may become more clear 
during the 1993 CIDOC conference in Ljubljana. 

In any case, CIDOC should play a more important role in helping to introduce the bases of 
documentation-for example, the preparation of international standards, establishing 
internationallaw about exchange of information. 

Why should the well-known and less well-known computer firms not join their efforts and 
offer a computer programme that would be suitable for documenting the cultural heritage 
existing in the above-mentioned countries, from which we come? Why should they not offer 
computers and staff training? 

This could be an initiative for an international organisation such as CIDOC and for the 
developed countries to use in directing their activities and their profession and, last but not 
least, their financial support. 

~~c.h ~ooperation could also be an occasion to start to consider in a more practica! way the 
mttlatlve of the next ICOM conference in Canada, whose theme will be "Rethinking the 
Boundaries." 
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But regardless of whether we come from the East or the West, we will have an opportunity 
to share the fine feeling of doing something good for future generations by at least 
preserving information about the world that has disappeared. 

At the beginning of this paper, I posed another question: What are the expectations of the 
Slovene museum community concerning the conference? 

The mentality of the people working in Slovenia in the field of museum documentation is 
characterised by a wide range of initiatives, efforts, and knowledge and, above all, each 
individual's conviction of working in the best possible way in his ar her own field. I believe 
that the latter characteristic could be enhanced through the participation at the conference in 
Ljubljana. 

I hope that the conference will make clear to everybody the need to share information, whose 
value is thus very much increased, that we are all doing the same kinds of things, and that 
somewhere our ways must meet, if nothing else, for example, in the way of recording a date 
and the rest of the information connected with the date-when an abject was found, when its 
creator died, when a craftsman made a particular abject, etc. 

Within this context I would like to mention the date of the conference: 10 - 16 September 
1993, and invite all of you to carne to Slovenia, to Ljubljana. 
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