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The zoological collections in the "Grigore Antipa" Museum of Natural History are an 
important database for Romanian and foreign fauna. There are important collections of 
mammals (about 4,000 specimens), birds (about 1,300 species, more than 6,000 specimens), 
and shells (5,500 species, 28,000 specimens), but the insects are the most numerous taxa, 
with 500,000 specimens: (7,500 species, 9,500 specimens), bugs (3,000 species, 30,000 
specimens), butterflies and moths (20,000 species, 250,000 specimens), bees and wasps 
(3,000 species, 26,000 specimens), flies (1,800 species, 11,000 specimens), etc. 

Based onan older project, the fauna database from the "Grigore Antipa" Museum of Natural 
History, Bucharest (MINGA) started in 1989 on dBASE II and continued on dBASE IV. 
Now it is being translated into Paradox. The MINGA database has six types of fields: system 
fields (4 fields), taxonomie fields (11), locality fields (10), collecting time fields (6), 
documentation fields (21 fields), and remark fields (2): a total of 54 fields. The system fields 
contain information about the database record (identification number, operator, and 
cataloguer names, and date of the last change of the computer record). The taxonomie fields 
contain the zoologica} classification of the specimen: kingdom, class, order, family, genus 
and genus authority, species and species authority, and three fields for the infraspecific 
categories (taxonomie status, scientific name, and authority). There are three types of records 
for the locality fields: terrestrial habitats (continent, country, province, locality, and 
terrestrial site of collection), freshwater habitats (river drainage and aquatic site of 
collection), and marine habitats (ocean, sea, and marine site of collection). The collecting 
time fields contain information about the precise time (day, month, year) when the collecting 
started and ended. The scientific literature, zoologica} collections, and field notebooks are 
the sources of fauna information from the MINGA database. According to the three kinds of 
documents, there are three types of documentation fields: bibliographical fields (publication 
author, date title, volume, page, and illustrations), collection fields (collection owner, name, 
identification number of specimens, collector name, collecting method, conservator name, 
preparation technique, identifier name, specimen nature, specimen status, number of 
specimens, and price of specimens), and notebook data fields (author of notes, source of 
notes, and notes text). The last two fields contain remarks about specimens. 

The MINGA fauna database represents a beginning for a modern catalogue of the large 
zoologica! collections from the "Grigore Antipa" Museum of Natural History. This database 
was also very helpful for ecologica} projects conceming biodiversity, ecologica! regions' 
determination, and wildlife preservation. 

Fields of the Minga Fauna Database 

System Fields 
01 record identification number 
02 operator name 
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03 cataloguer names 
04 date of the last change of the computer record 

Taxonomie Fields 

05 kingdom 
06 class 
07 order 
08 family 
09 genus 
10 genus authority 
11 spec1es 
12 species authority 
13 taxonomie status of the infraspecific categories 
14 scientific name of the infraspecific categories 
15 authority of the infraspecific categories 

Locality Fields 

( terrestrial habitats) 

16 continent 
17 country 
18 province 
19 locality 
20 terrestrial site of collection 

(freshwater habitats) 

21 river drainage 
22 aquatic site of collection 

(sea habitats) 

23 ocean 
24 sea 
25 marine site of collection 

Collecting Time Fields 

26 day of collecting started 
27 month of collecting started 
28 year of collecting started 
29 day of collecting ended 
30 month of collecting ended 
31 year of collecting ended 

Documentation Fields 

(publication fields) 

32 publication author 
33 publication date 
34 publication title 
35 publication volume 
36 publication pages 
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37 illustration 

(collection fields) 

38 collection owner 
39 collection name 
40 identification number of specimens 
41 collector name 
42 collecting method 
43 name of curator 
44 preparation technique 
45 identifier name 
46 specimens nature 
47 specimens status 
48 number of specimens 
49 price of specimens 

(notebook fields) 

50 author of notes 
51 source of notes 
52 notes text 

Remark Fields 

53 remark code 
54 remark text 
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