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The Museum of National History and Archaeology of Constantza stores a rich collection of 
archaeological, numismatic, decorative art objects and documents, manuscripts, books, rare 
books, photographs, and films: approximately 447,000 pieces. 

One-third of the collection is on show in the museum rooms or in the open air. The rest of 
the collection is kept and preserved in stores specially arranged and organised according to 
heritage field types and dimensions. 

The task of organising and dealing with the administration of these stores belongs to the 
curators. Records of the objects are held in an inventory-register (in brief) and on analytical 
object cards as well. The analytical object cards are kept inside an unique manual file, 
organised on fields and according to the name of the curators who catalogued the objects. 

The analytical object card, a national standard since 1982, contains 48 fields in which every 
object is described using a controlled vocabulary and fill-in rules. The information on these 
cards is in great part recorded on computer at the Information Centre for Culture and 
Heritage (CIMEC) in Bucharest. 

A total of 37,000 objects in our collection ha ve already been recorded in the national 
database at CIMEC; part of the rest is to be loaded at the museum. These records, in ASCII 
files for the moment, represent only the cards for heritage objects of national importance. 
The other scientific information will enter the database after the priority stock of cards 
comes to an end. 

The museum collections have been enriched every year with approximately 1,000 objects for 
every discipline through archaeological discoveries, acquisitions, and donations. The record 
of these in the inventory-register is possible only after the analytical object cards are done. 
We have a rich archaeological heritage, but its cataloguing sometimes takes a long time 
because our archaeologists are extremely busy with their archaeological diggings almost ali 
the year long, due to the pressure of many building projects in sensitive archaeological areas 
during the last years. 

The whoţe archive of photo negatives (1 02,000) belonging to the museum is registered on 
another type of card, in which information conceming both the negative and the abject 
photographed are included. The realisation of a programme to enter these cards in a database 
has been stipulated as well, in order to retrieve the valuable information they contain more 
easily. 
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The museum library is made up of 28,423 volumes of contemporary books, scientific 
reviews, and newspapers. The record of these books is held in an alphabetical card index 
and in an inventory-register by the librarian. 

A different type of analytical card was created for the rare books. In our museum collection 
there are a few copies of rare books printed between the 18th and the 19th century and rare 
foreign books from the 18th century. 

At the museum's Documentary Oftice we have a collection of plans and maps. There is no 
type of card for these yet. 

As you see, in addition to the databases for the national heritage assets, other documentary 
databases should be created for the museum. Consequently, a computer network should be 
set up to: 

1. Maintain the data concerning the national heritage assets and other objects 
2. Meet the demands of different users and answer to queries on such criteria as field, 

category (within a certain field), chronology, place of discovery, statistic analyses 
3. Facilitate quick access to information in the databases 
4. Make it easy to access data among museums 
5. Bring together the various documentation archives in the museum. 

The above-mentioned computer system should fulfil the following functions, which 1 shall 
describe briefly. 

Database Administration 

As a user, 1 do not yet know which technical solution will be implemented to process the 
information concerning the objects of our museum: therefore, 1 am not in a position to say 
whether one or more databases are needed. We recently began to work on an IBM
compatible PC, using WordStar for texts and data entry. CIMEC offered usa copy of ali the 
records of our museum in ASCII files on diskettes and is expected to design or recommend a 
database management system, not expensive, easy to learn to work with, and suitable to meet 
the demands of the Romanian museums (ours as well). We wait for a solution to respond 
to both European standards and Romanian ones, particularly because their functions are 
similar: 

• Maintenance of databases (addition, deletion, and modification of records) 

• Quick access to files by one or more users 

• Transfer of recorded material to other computers of a similar or different type. 

Operation 

The system should be easy to use and maintain. Software programmes (frendly menus in 
Romani an are preferred) will make exploitation easy. 

A reliable computer is needed, taking into account the number of records, which take a long 
time to enter. To access a file or a database on another computer, a network should be set up. 
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A local area network would facilitate communication of data between computers within a 
unitary framework. 

We have a lot of work to do but hope the results will deserve the effort. 
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