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Automation has penetrated culture in our country for more than 10 years. An information 
system (The National Cultural Heritage Information System) is in use. A national database 
was designed, structured on heritage fields, with regional or local distribution possibilities. 
This system includes the main items of museum collections and was performed by the 
specialists of the Information Centre for Culture and Heritage. 

Since last year some of the greatest museums in our country were equipped with IBM
compatible PCs. This made it possible for these museums to perform some specific projects 
of their own. These projects should simplify and make easier the laborious work of curators 
and custodians and should offer modern technologies for data retrieval. 

Because of its narrative-descriptive nature, which involves subjective interpretations, the 
cultural information is difficult to adapt to the standards and strictness demanded by 
automation. So, the experience that was accumulated by those who have been working for 
the National Cultural Heritage Information System is very significant and constitutes an 
important reference point for designing other projects. 

Most of the museums own (beside objects) many other collections, like photos, slides, 
designs, books, and documents. Ali this represents a huge volume of valuable information 
that should be organised using modern techniques, thus offering modern ways for superior 
re-evaluation. 

The basic problem is structuring these collections by taking into account the quality of 
information contained, as well as retrieval requirements. 

I will present a suggestion for managing a collection of photos and slides, an application that 
works at the Museum of Folk Civilisation in Sibiu, where I work as a programmer. 

Our museum owns a collection of 10,000 slides and 50,000 photos as a result of the local 
research work performed by the curators during the last 50 years. 

After studying this collection and also the abject cards (each photo or slide has an associated 
abject card), I considered that the following data processing structure would be suitable: 

1. The catalogue of themes file, created from the beginning with possibilities of editing it 
during data entry as well. It contains the main themes (subjects) represented in the 
collection. Its records contain the following fields: the code of the theme (subject) and 
the name of the theme. 

The main most frequent themes are national costumes (for women, men, children, old 
men, omaments), pottery, trades, customs, architecture (images from villages and 
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towns, historical monuments of art), foreign ethnography, folk musical instruments, and 
many others. Such a collection of photos and slides spans many domains: ethnography, 
history, geography, and also art and architecture. In exchange, the project simplifies the 
work during data entry; it is consulted during data entry and also during data retrieval. 
By means of these records, one can classify ali the records of the main database, the 
photo or slides files, according to the desired subject. 

2. The main files used in this project are the photos and the slides files. The principal 
content fields are the inventory number, the size, the code of the represented theme (as 
in the catalogue file), the content (explanations, details on the theme), the ethnic origin, 
the locality and the district of origin or the country (if necessary) of the object 
represented (it can be a museum, an exhibition, or a special collection). 

U sing the "holder" field of the photos or slides files we make connections with the 
collections of films (for photographs) or with the collection of museum objects (if the 
represented object is in our own collection) by the inventory number. 

Structured in this way, data are processed under Paradox, a fast, full-featured, and easy-to
use relational database management program that permits us to select information in many 
ways using on-screen query forms and many other facilities. 
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