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Since 1936, when the Village Museum was established, it has acquired an impressive 
patrimony of monuments and objects dating from the 17th to the 20th centuries, as well as a 
rich inheritance of ethnological information related to rural architecture, ceramics, textiles, 
costumes, decorations, icons, furniture, rites, household appliances, and installations 
demonstrating traditional crafts, etc. 

This information represents the "Scientific Catalogue" of the institution, structured in a 
record card system which allows manual retrieval, and which consists of 100,000 photo cards 
with negatives and photographs, 30,000 object analytic cards with photographs, 200 cards of 
the monuments, 2,500 cards for the preservation and restoration of the patrimony, and 500 
cards for contemporary folk craftsmen. 

Another category of information included in the "Scientific Catalogue" contains 28,000 glass 
negatives, 23,000 slides, 4,000 plans and drawings for a number of architectural monuments 
in the Village Museum and in the country, 900 survey reports, files for households and 
exhibitions, 15,000 volumes andjournals, and 10,000 archive documents. 

The continuous enrichment of the patrimony with objects and ethnological information made 
necessary a coherent record system implementation, carried out since the 1950s in the form 
of object and photo cards, to which specialists brought structural and content revisions. 

It was considered useful to implement a project for the complex exploitation of this 
important patrimony of information, which should include an informational system of 
scientific interest, accessible to both specialists and interested members of the public. 

The project, which was called "Scientific Catalogue of the Village Museum" (CAMUS), 
offers the storing, conservation, and administration of information, as well as the setting up 
of a complex system for data retrieval and their reorganisation at ali user levels. 

CAMUS is a documentary, relational database, including both documents and pictures 
regarding the whole ethnographic collections of the Village Museum, recorded by a scientific 
listing as a result of identification, typology determination, classification, and grouping 
according to specific criteria. The CAMUS project was designed as a unitary system of 
databases and image type information, correlated with a thesaurus of terms classification. 

The CAMUS system itself does not exclude the manual recording used so far, but adjusts the 
manual recording (cards) to automatic data processing, thus facilitating rapid information 
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retrieval, as well as the possibility of interconnections to other infonnational networks, both 
national and international. 

An efficient implementation of the CAMUS system required the restructuring of certain 
primary documents (photo cards, abject analytic card, monument card) and, respectively, the 
drawing up of new types of cards (ensemble of monuments card, elements of a monument 
card, correlative card, topographic card, movie type card, thematic card, audio-video card, 
etc.). This extremely complex activity is under way and will be carried out in severa! stages 
with the participation of many specialists from the Village Museum. 

The museum cards used for the project will register various aspects of the historical
temporal, ethnic, social-economic, spatial, functional, typology determination, as well as the 
analytic description of the researched phenomenon, thus ensuring a secure scientific 
foundation for the operations entering the catalogue. 

One of the main functions of the CAMUS information-documentary system is the use of the 
thesaurus of terms (the controlled vocabulary). Taking into account that the thesaurus of 
terms is an essential working tool, it was suggested that the specialists of the Village 
Museum should re-examine the existing 15,000 thesaurus terms (conceived in 1982-1986) 
that were used up to now in the national inventory system for ethnographic heritage, co
ordinated by CIMEC, the Information Centre for Cultural Heritage of the Ministry of 
Culture. Such an activity, to reconsider the thesaurus of terms, will bea complex and lasting 
o ne, because in ethnology, the classifications invol ve more connections than in other 
research fields. 

A series of objectives regarding the thesaurus of terms were identified in the project: 

• Definition (redefinition) of the thesaurus of tenns 
• Completion of the thesaurus of terms 
• Positioning of terms 
• Drawing up of a trilingual version of the thesaurus of terms. 

Having in mind the various ranges of information offered by the "Scientific Catalogue of the 
Village Museum," the CAMUS system suggests an interactive approach to the numerous 
specific requests, offering the following facilities: 

• Consu1tations of the databases on various subject criteria 
• Conversational examination of the databases and image display 
• lndexing and inventory of the collections 
• Administration of the collections and patrimony acquisitions 
• Selection and administration of the heritage exhibitions 
• Administration of the preservation and restoration operations for the patrimony. 

Taking into account experience acquired in other countries regarding databases composed of 
text and images, as well as existing information in specialised magazines, it was thought 
necessary to improve utilisation possibilities for the documentary databases in the cultural 
field by attaching the image to the abject description. 
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In this way, more complete data makes possible a scientific approach to research, as well as 
more information available to the general public. Images can show drawings, maps, 
photographs, monuments of architecture, ethnographic objects, original documents, etc. 

The results that can be obtained from a database depend on requirements, design, and, of 
course, the hardware and software used. At any rate, access to images is direct, differing only 
in storing and display mode. 

The implementation of the objectives suggested by the CAMUS project determined the 
endowment of the Village Museum with high-quality equipment from the technical point of 
view: 

• Microcomputer compatible with IBM-AT sub. MS-DOS Version 5.0 
• Scanner 
• Laser printer 

The CAMUS system becomes functional with such a configuration together with adequate 
software. This was designed as a relational database substantiated by the dynamic and 
response speed of three renowned programming languages, the most recently recommended 
in the development of the rapid databases (C++, CLIPPER). The CAMUS software could be 
single-user or multi-user. 

Here are some characteristics of this software: 

• 1 million recordings per DBF type unit 
• 128 recording fields 
• Image fields that can reach a colour resolution of 1024 x 768 x 256 pixels 
• A powerful system of reports generated by means of a "user-friendly" dialogue 
• A powerful set of macro-instructions for data retrieval, numerica! or character type. 

The transfer of images on the computer makes it possible to display the image in a simple 
and very appealing manner with proper resolution. 

The CAMUS product has powerful information retrieval mechanisms. In fact it is not a so
called "tumkey" application, but an examination and maintenance frame for the databases; 
with its help specialists can examine a large volume of data and can create intermediary 
study points, yet always be able to save the working session and everything connected to it 
(filters, logic relations, images, types of reports, etc.) 

Such generated databases could be used simultaneously, and to carry out computerised 
research work. The databases of the system could be approached on request by cross
references and/or synchronistic retrievals, as they are designed as separate entities. 

The system designed by the specialists of the Royal Ordnance according to the programme
scheme presented by the specialists of the "Scientific Catalogue" section of the Village 
Museum is in the testing stage with end-users. 

During the cooperation for the CAMUS system design, as well as the tests carried out, it was 
found that under optimal conditions it meets the specific requests of the museum's activity 
for which it was designed. 
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Taking into account technical performance and different ways of use, CAMUS can become a 
competitive product for cultural databases designed to create and administer documentary 
databases of different kinds under exchange of local, regional, and international information. 
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