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The history of the Regional Conference on Museum and Cultural Heritage Documentation 
(RECOMDOC '92), goes back to May 1991, in Copenhagen, when two delegates from the 
lnformation Centre for Culture and Heritage (CIMEC) attended the CIDOC conference. It 
was there that the idea of this conference was shaped (not only this conference, but also 
many other events that have happened since then and have left deep marks on documentation 
practice in the humanities in Romania). 

The first lesson to learn in Copenhagen was to be able to evaluate the consequences of the 
isolation we used to live under and to understand that openness and cooperation are ways to 
connect things and go ahead. Last but not least, this recent experience yet again confirms that 
culture can take the lead and create new gateways for national and international 
understanding and development. And we do need understanding and development! 

This conference, as well as the last two years, strongly remind me of the last chapter of 
Marshall McLuhan's book Understanding Media, entitled "Learning a Living," which 1 think 
is true and applicable to all of us. 

As you might well know, CIMEC is responsible for the development and administration of 
the National Cultural Information System: SI-PCN. Although we have a long history, with 
many ups and downs, (which can be a story in itself), we'll leave history to history and 
concentrate today upon our short- and long-term ideas based on our recent experience. 

SI-PCN covers the following disciplines: 

• Arts 
• Archaeology 
• History 
• Documents 
• Numismatics 
• Ethnography 
• Rare books 
• Natural sciences 

The information has been provided by national, local, and county museums, private and 
church collections, libraries, and education centres. M an 800 s ecialist hav een 

, contributing data. The national database amounts to 450,000 documents in machine-readable 
~ 450,000 cards awaiting input. ~ 

Other important computerised collections we manage are: 
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Museums Reference Database, with more than 1,500 items of information about 
museum services. 

Museums Activities Data Collection, about scientific research, documentation, 
collections management, restorationlconservation, exhibitions, cultural events, 
publications, staffing, and training. 

Museum Professionals' Reference Database (about 1,000 Romanian museum 
specialists), containing biographical notes and professional background. 

Theatre History Database, with information about 12,000 premieres in Romania. 

And recently, as a result of our openness and strong belief that cultural databases are part of 
the world's heritage, access to which must be as free as it is to education, we became partners 
in a challenging multilingual, interactive, international multimedia project. And who is a 
better choice for such a subject than Constantin Brancusi, one of the 20th century's major 
artists, represented in major collections all over the world, who was born in Romania and 
who has deep roots in our country, who lived and worked in France. The BRANCUSI) 
Interactive Multimedia Project is more than a project. It is an investigation of the potential of 
international collaboration as well as new information technologies. Its aim is to create 
innovative contexts to complement museum visits and publications, for a wide range of 
publics, by integrating communication systems and creating gateways to existing materials. 

A year has passed since we met in Copenhagen and started to study the different approaches 
to documentation and data organisation for the humanities. Having emerged from our former 
isolation, we now feel able to make observations and develop ideas. 

1. Comparing our data standards and data organisation, we find that the remarks and 
objections of users are very similar to those anywhere else, a fact which clearly 
demonstrates the universality and potential of this new means of communication. One 
of our primary objectives is to support the further development and implementation of 
standards for recording and retrieval of information about museum collections in our 
country, to maintain the unity of the national system, and to integrate our work with 
international activities in this field. 

2. Analysing the requirements expressed by our users, it becomes more and more obvious 
that there is a need to integrate curatorial, educational, collections management, publi
cation, and broadcast systems. 

3. Today's users are very different from yesterday's. The new user requires new rights: not 
only access but free navigation through the material and apparently limitless connections. 
The new user doesn't want to feel controlled by programmes; he needs to pass freely 
from public information to specialised information. Moreover, he expects to explore and 
enjoy a complex experience, built up by images (still and moving), text, and sound. 

4. Among those who have expressed their interest in aur systems (or to put it in other 
words, potential users) we find an ever-larger number of educators who are looking for 
new possibilities to stimulate creativity and ways to enhance the will and need to see 
and experience the original works as distinct from copies and images. Museum people 
are looking forward to making museums cultural centres for leisure leaming and 
research, while countries are looking to encourage cultural tourism. 
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5. Thus, building such a system is a multidisciplinary task for a multidisciplinary team 
including specialists in the humanities, computer analysts and programmers, publishers, 
communication experts, educators, artists, and others. 

6. The wide range of potential users, the different points of view regarding data, and the 
multidisciplinary development team make these systems need (and be suitable for) 
support from many sources, especially when one comes to the problem of budgets. 

7. It is high time to use existing material, and link the results of earlier work with new 
explorations (authority files, thesauri, existing collections used as links). Gateways and 
access, as well as a mechanism for interchange of existing material, are the priorities for 
significant progress in the construction of cultural heritage databases, research 
databases, and reference databases, to meet conservation and protection requirements, to 
schedule and arrange exhibitions, and to support different activities of museum 
management and services. 

8. A very important aspect is that of promotion, development, and application of software 
to meet the full range of museum requirements and to foster the interchange of technical 
inforrnation among current and prospective users for what in the future we would 
probably call a network. 

9. Special attention must be paid to the copyright aspect, to protect museums and the 
producers of the work. 

10. While the development of a database in the humanities may, at the outset, seem a finite 
project, we may find out-hopefully not too late-that it is a continuous function, an 
open-ended system and task. New data, new research, and new points of view always 
need to be taken into account; otherwise the system might become useless. 

With ali this in mind, we consider RECOMDOC '92 a starting point for analysis of and 
research into the new potential we have before us. Our hope is that RECOMDOC '92 will 
become a vehicle for cooperative development of research, information management tech
nology, and inforrnation interchange. 

Consequently the conference is hosting three sessions: 

• Session 1: National, European, and International Collaborative Projects 
• Session 2: Documentation and Collections Management Projects 
• Session 3: Standards and Interchange Formats in Museum Documentation. 

These sessions are supplemented with two workshops made possible by the generous support 
of the Getty Art History Information Program: 

• Workshop on Planning for Museum Automation 
• Workshop on the Art and Architecture Thesaurus. 

Thank you for coming, and we sincerely hope that you will find your stay in Romania both 
interesting and enjoyable. 
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